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• Circuit Productions, Inc. presents Winter Programs of Rhythm Journeys:  

Masters of Jazz and World music  

• February music performances highlight the work of composers and ensembles during 

Winter performances of Rhythm Journeys:  Masters of Jazz and World Music  

• Free concerts feature Vocalist/Hammond Organist, Sarah McLawler at Brooklyn Heights 

Library, February 23, 2008.  

Brooklyn, New York, January 2008 – Circuit Productions, Inc., the recipient of the New York State 

Music Fund grant (“Music Fund”), announced today that Winter 2008 programs will feature the work of 

Sarah McLawler, one of three commissioned composers for RHYTHM JOURNEYS:  MASTERS OF 

JAZZ AND WORLD MUSIC.  The project is a series of free and low-cost concerts showcasing jazz and 

world music throughout New York City and State in collaboration with local cultural and educational 

institutions. 

Circuit Productions, through its community outreach series, RHYTHM JOURNEYS, continues to 

provide new music and live performances presenting senior and emerging artists in a range of culturally 

relevant music programming aimed primarily at youth and family audiences in culturally under-served 

communities state-wide.  “We are thrilled to advocate for and present such a diverse group of artists,” 

said Susan Goldbetter, Executive Director of Circuit Productions, “who bring their contemporary and 

world music to new communities.”     

Sarah McLawler will be featured on Hammond organ - a rare treat for local New York 

City audiences - on February 23, 2008 at 2pm, Brooklyn Heights Branch Library, 280 Cadman 

Plaza West, Brooklyn, New York. For details/travel contact Brooklyn Heights Library, 

718.623-7100.  McLawler’s earliest introduction to music was piano and organ playing in her 

father's church in Indiana. Later, she became interested in secular music – Jazz meeting both the 

famous Hampton family (Lionel and Slyde) and the Wes Montgomery family.  

                                                  -more- 



Shortly after winning a music scholarship to Fisk University in the 1940's she began 

touring with the Lucky Millander Big Band. Striking out on her own she soon formed the "all-

girls" band known as The Syn-Co-Ettes. Their extraordinary popularity brought them to Chicago where 

they became the house band at the great Savoy Ballroom.  Ms. McLawler's recordings for Brunswick and 

Vee-Jay Records include some of the greatest standards in jazz music. Sarah has been a recipient of a 

Meet the Composer grant; Outstanding Jazz Artist Award, St. Peters Church; WWRL's Jazz Woman of 

the Year; a Lifetime Achievement from International Women in Jazz; and the Music Danceology Award. 

In March 2005 she went to Virginia Tech University as part of a Ford Foundation grant award through 

Circuit Productions.   

The New York State Music Fund published guidelines and criteria and accepted grant 

applications in a number of categories, including music education and public performances of music by 

artists working in hip hop, reggae, fusion, jazz, classical and folk music of all cultures.  Applications 

related to recording, distribution, or broadcast through traditional or new media were also eligible. Special 

emphasis was placed on reaching underserved populations and broadening awareness of artists, genres or 

styles with limited access to commercial broadcast or other mass distribution vehicles.   

Advisory Panels comprised of recognized leaders from a cross-section of the music world 

evaluated and recommended applications based on criteria focusing on artistic merit and community 

impact. The award to Circuit Productions was among nearly 400 grants totaling more than $35 million 

made by the Music Fund.  

Funding for Rhythm Journeys: Masters of Jazz and World Music was provided with funds from the 

New York State Music Fund, established by the New York State Attorney General at Rockefeller 

Philanthropy Advisors 

  
About Circuit Productions, Inc. 

 
Circuit Productions, Inc. was founded in 1986 as a non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion, production 
and preservation of the uniquely American art forms of jazz and tap dance.  Our mission is to inspire, entertain and 
educate underserved audiences in New York through performances, public classes, workshops, and arts education 
programs featuring senior artists of color who are living legends of the city's rich tap and jazz history. Annually, 

Circuit provides booking and management services for senior and emerging artists; placing performers in museums, 
public libraries, community-based organizations, local colleges, public schools, hospitals and nursing homes. 

 

For press and publicity please contact: 

Serena Rockower, Bookings/Outreach at Circuit Productions, Inc.   

635 Carroll Street, Ste. #2, Brooklyn, NY 11215 

T: 718.638.4878 

E-Mail: circuit635@earthlink.net or website: www.circuitproductions.org 
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